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Introduction 

My future is bright because……. When I asked my younger brother why he 

thought his future was bright he replied, “Because I have a lot of light bulbs 

going off in my head!”  I do not know if I have light bulbs going off in my 

head, but I do know my future is bright because there is a world of resources 

at my fingertips!  Included in those resources are books, technology, and the 

World Wide Web. 

Using resources helps me gain information.  I need information to answer 

questions, solve problems and communicate with others.  By using my 

resources, I will know myself better and be able to serve my community 

more effectively for a brighter future.  
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Books  

Thomas Carlyle once said, “What we become depends on what we read after 

all of the professors have finished with us.  The greatest university of all is a 

collection of books.”  I must live in the greatest university of all because my 

mother is a book collector and we have a large collection of books in our 

home.  Growing up with these books has given me a passion for a resource 

that provides me with a plethora of information and entertainment. 

Since the beginning of recorded time man has captured knowledge in books.  

Before there were books, there were cave paintings, scrolls and stones.  Not 

unlike today, people wanted to record and transfer information.  They 

wanted to communicate with other people.  I love books. They are not only  

resources that let me learn about different topics and places, they are also 

very entertaining.   I can read about a person from hundreds of years ago and 

relate to them even today.  I can discover the meaning of Pandora’s Box, the 

definition of Serendipity or the explanation of the history of the Platypus.  

Books are a wonderful resource that not only makes my future bright, but 

afforded my parents, grandparents and great-grandparents a bright future as 

well. 
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Computer 

 One resource that will make my future even brighter than generations 

before me is the computer.  The computer takes up far less space than books.  

It can access thousands, if not millions of books as well as information 

books cannot provide.  A computer is a part of technology that helps people 

gather, store, use, and organize information.  In preparing for this speech I 

was able to research, record, and save information that would otherwise have 

taken my parents hours longer when they were my age.  Prior to the 1990’s, 

personal computers were rarely available in homes.  My parents would have 

simply used books and a typewriter.  I used the “cut and paste” command at 

least 10 times in writing this speech.  Without my computer my mom says I 

would have spent hours using white out, as well as typing and retyping my 

speech.  I am glad technology is a part of my world making my present and 

future brighter. 

 

World Wide Web 

I am also glad information is easier to find than in past generations.  For 

most of history, information was scarce and expensive.  Now it is available, 

abundant and cheap thanks to the Internet and the World Wide Web.  I have 

more information available to me on the Web today than the smartest person 
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alive 20 years ago.  My future will be bright as long as I learn to use that 

information.  The information will not be a benefit to me if I do not use it.   

 

I can use knowledge and information to advance my own learning, but I can 

also use it to communicate with others. For example, last summer I used the 

web to research information on trans fat.  In addition to my own changes in 

diet, I gave a presentation in my 4-H club, at county fair and at state fair to 

communicate to my community the danger of trans fat to their health.  

Information is a valuable resource that especially makes my future bright 

when I am able to share it.    

 

Conclusion 

Books contain the knowledge of mankind, technology helps to organize this 

information and the World Wide Web has made it cheap and available to 

everyone.  I know that my future is bright because there is a world of 

resources at my fingertips.  I hope to continually use and share my 

knowledge and resources.  Come to think about it, perhaps light bulbs are 

going off in my head.   
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